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A Short Form for Daily Reflection
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The Epiphany of Our Lord

-DQXDU\

7RGD\ V 5HDGLQJ ODWWKHZ
'‘DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ ,VDLDK I XNH

$QG ZKHQ WKH\ KDG FRPH LQWR WKH KRXVH WKF
ODU\ +LV PRWKHU DQG IHOO GRZQ DQG ZRUVKLSI
RSHQHG WKHLU WUHDVXUHV WKH\ SUHVHQWHG J
DQG P\UUK ODWWKHZ

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. They presented gifts to the baby.
Kingly gifts. But is this enough? Does it satisfy God when we come
armed with the best gifts we can imagine giving Him?

"God gives into empty hands," says St. Augustine. He doesn’t
give into hands full of what you would boast about to God. If we cling to
earthly things there’s no place for His gifts to be given into.

It's wonderful that the Magi worshipped Jesus. It's remarkable
that they traveled so far to present gifts to Him. Yet blessed are you who
don’t give, but are given to by God. Blessed are you who receive gifts,
even suffering and death, as a gift from His hands. Nothing slips out of
His nail-pierced hands. This is the Good News of the kingdom of the
Gospel. By His birth, suffering, and death you are blessed. In suffering
and death you are glad.

To be blessed is always spoken of in relation to Jesus. It rings
with gladness. This isn’t a shallow feeling. It's something from our Lord.
It's a lively, joyful gift. It's His blessing for all your dying and living. Not
spoonfuls, not bucketfuls, but a flood of water churning with life, clear as
crystal, coming from the throne of God, and of the Lamb (Revelation
22:1).

Blessed are you then who don’t give, but are given to through
Baptism in His Name. You were dead in sin. God made you alive
together with Him. He forgives all your sins. He blots out all the charges
the Law hurls at you. He sets them aside by nailing them to a cross. As
St. Paul writes, “... you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. When Christ, who is your life, is revealed, then you also will be
revealed with him in glory (Colossians 3:3-4). In the Name + of Jesus.
Amen.

<RXU KHDUW ZLOO OHDS ZLWK JODGQHVV :KHQ IU
7KH\ FRPH IURP QHDU DQG IDU <RXU H\HV ZLOO :
SHRSOH ZLWKRXW QXPEHU 5HMRLFH WR VHH WKH
LQ 6SOHQGRU /6%



Monday after the Epiphany

-DQXDU\

7TRGD\ V 5HDGLQJ ,VDLDK
‘DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ (JHNLHO SRPDQV
JRU EHKROG WKH GDUNQHVV VKDOO FRYHU WKH
SHRSOH %XW WKH /RUG ZLOO DULVH RYHU \RX $
\RX ,VDLDK

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The prophet announces that,
“His glory will be seen upon you.” In this one short verse God gives you
everything that He has to offer you as your God. Everything God has
ever promised. Everything He has ever done or will do. Everything He
wants you to know about Him. It’s all here in the words of the prophet.
But where is this glory seen? At Calvary.

Jesus bloodied. Jesus dead to save you from your sins. Jesus
who died in your place. Jesus raised up from the dead on the third day.
Jesus who frees you from the power of the devil. Jesus loved God the
Father perfectly for you. He kept the Commandments perfectly for you.
On the cross, He took onto Himself the rage and punishment God
intended for you and those who came before you. He did this for all
those who hate God and have no regard for His Commandments. Jesus,
who cried out at the last, “It is finished!”

It is finished. The question of who God'’s “glory” will be seen
upon is answered. It's Jesus stretched out on His cross for you, for all
the world to see. He is the One the prophet points toward. He is the One
who all of human history tries to ignore—Jesus splayed out in His
innocent suffering. He who purchased and won you with His precious
blood and death. This man who is your God is the glory of the LORD.

This is the Good News of the Gospel, and it gets even better.
This glory is laid on you, too, in Baptism. As St. Paul writes, "We were
buried with Him through Baptism into death, that just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4). Therefore, when we talk about
God’s glory we mean Jesus. We join with St. Paul who confesses, “God
forbid that | should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom the world is crucified unto me, and | unto the world” (Galatians
6:14 KJV). In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

1RW WR XV QRW XQWR XV EH JORU\ /RUG 1RW X
SUDLVH 1RW XQWR XV EXW WR <RXU QDPH DOO K
PHUF\ IRUJLYHQHVV DQG JUDFH I1RW XQWR 8V

Saturday of the Fourth Week after the
Epiphany

YHEUXDU\
'DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ -RE -RKQ

+RZ ORYHO\ LV <RXU WDRHHKRUWY¥H 02 YRXO ORQJ
IDLQWYV IRU WKH 26R X, QW RILW KRU/ 7UDQVILIXUDW

In the name of + Jesus. Amen. Where’s God? We usually hear
or ask this question when disaster or tragedy strikes. But it's not a new
question. Old Testament Israel asked the same question. And the Lord
answered.

“In every place where | cause my name to be remembered | will
come to you and bless you” (Exodus 20:24). The Lord of hosts, Yahweh,
was in the tabernacle. This was the tent of meeting, where the Lord met
with His people. He dwelled and located Himself in the tabernacle to give
His holiness, life, and atonement for His people's sins. If you wanted to
know where God was in the Old Testament, you’d go to the tabernacle.

It was no different for David, Solomon, and the Israelites who
came to the temple. Where’s God? Right where He promised to make
His name known and bless His people.

The New Testament declares the same thing. Where’s God? The
Word became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14). That word “dwelt”
means “tented” or “tabernacled” among us. Jesus’ Transfiguration
teaches us that God is no longer in the burning bush, the tabernacle, or
the temple. There is a new temple, the God-Man Jesus Christ. And the
Transfiguration points us to Jesus’ crucifixion where we join the centurion
in confessing, “Truly this man is the Son of God.”

So tomorrow when you go to Divine Service, you don’t have to
wonder “Where’s God? He’s right where He promised He would be.
Jesus is present with the temple of His flesh and blood, tabernacling
among us with His Body and Blood for the forgiveness of our sins. Look
to the altar, the font, and hear the Word of forgiveness declared and
preached, and rejoice! There’s God for you. In the Name of + Jesus.
Amen.

7KLV LV *RGYV EHORYHG 6RQ /DZ DQG SURSKHW\

/IDVW DQG RQO\ 2QH $00 FUHDWLRQ VKDOO DGRL
ORXQWDLQ 3HDN /6%
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Friday of the Fourth Week after the
Epiphany

YHEUXDU\
'DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ -RE -RKQ

%XW -HVXV GLG QRW FRPPLW +LPVHOI WR WKHP

DQG KDG QR QHHG WKDW DQ\RQH VKRXOG WHVWL
ZDV LQ PDQ -RKQ +

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Jesus knows what’s impure
about the temple. He cleans it out. He disperses all that defiles it—the
money changers, the livestock—and overturned the tables. Yet driving
out these things isn’t enough. He’s going to have to die for sins, and rise
again on the Third Day. That’s the proof He can do these things—the
proof of His authority. Man believed by the signs He did, besides dying
and rising: “But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because He knew
all men, and had no need that anyone should testify of man, for He knew
what was in man.”

Jesus is God and therefore knows all things. He knows what
was in the hearts of those in His presence in the temple. He knows
what'’s in you, too—your thoughts and desires. You may put on a good
front to those around you, but you can’t do that with Jesus. Can’t fool
Him! He knows your sins, but He also sees your very nature: the
corruption that is so deep-seated within your nature that it can only be
discerned by Him and can only be believed by you on the basis of the
Scriptures. He knows that you are a poor, sinful creature.

Because Jesus knows this about you, He also knows the best
remedy: “Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.” And so
it happens. He dies for your sins. He has mercy on you. He gives you the
forgiveness of your sins at the holy font. He has mercy on you by
absolving your sins. And He gives you His Body and Blood as seal and
testament of this forgiveness along with the forgiveness itself. Now,
Christ knows what’s within you when you are in Him, and you do, too!

It's Him! His righteousness. His Life. His forgiveness. We cry out to
Him to have mercy on us in our wretched state, and so He does—more
mercy than we can possibly know, but He knows and gives it all the
more! In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

7R 7KHH RPQLVFLHQW /RUG RI DOO ,Q JULHI DQ(
P\ VLQV DJDLQVW 7KHH /RUG 7KH VLQV RI WKRX.
7KH\ SUHVV PH VRUH , FU\ WR 7KHH 2 *RG EH Pl
2PQLVFLHQW /RUG RI $00 /6%
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Tuesday after the Epiphany

-DQXDU\

7RGD\ V 5HDGLQJ (SKHVLDQV
‘DLO\N /HFWLRQDU\ (JHNLHO SRPDQV

7R PH ZKR DP OHVV WKDQ WKH OHDVW RI DOO W|
WKDW , VKRXOG SUHDFK DPRQJ WKH *HQWLOHV W
&KULVW (SKHVLDQV

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Paul writes that he is “less than
the least of all the saints.” In short, he is nothing. And you? Do you gladly
confess to everybody that you are less than the least of all the saints?
Nothing? Dead?

You may accept that you're not perfect, but that your
imperfections make you “less than the least”? Jesus gives you
“unsearchable riches,” after all. How dare Paul, or anyone, expect you to
tear yourself down, extinguish your dreams, and come clean about all
your weaknesses. Who does Paul think he is?

It's ironic then that the One who ends up mutilated for the things
you own, for the thing that owns you—your sin—is Jesus Himself. He
who said cut off your hand and foot if it causes you to sin was hanged
hand and foot from the cross. He who advised plucking out your eye
rather than sinning shut both His eyes in death for you.

Despite that, you’re stuck on a handful of riches—your feeble
attempts at self-sufficiency and your self-justifications. But that's who you
are. There’s no use denying it. Jesus claimed it all when He was nailed
to the cross. You, like Paul and all sinners, stand in need of grace, not
self-esteem. You don’t need uplifting sermons and clever worship songs.
You don’t need to be complete. To be content. To be perfect.

The grace you need, the riches that will last you into life-
everlasting are Christ’s gifts to you—His costly, hard-earned grace given
to you in earthly words, water, bread, and wine. In Jesus then, it's even
grace to hear the awful judgment of God. It's grace that ensures you are
blessed by Him with wisdom that appreciates the value God places on
your deaths and lives. In this way, set free from worries, you confess with
the apostle that in relation to Jesus you are the least of all the saints: “He
must increase, but | must decrease.” In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

5HVWUDLQ 2 /RUG WKH KXPDQ SULGH 7KDW VHH
2U ZLWK VRPH PDQ PDGH WKRXJKWYV RU WKLQJV :
6SLULW VLQJV J/RUG -HVXV &KULVW ZLWK 8V $EI



Wednesday after the Epiphany

-DQXDU\

‘DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ (JHNLHO 5RPDQV

‘KR UHFHLYHV WKLY 6DFUDPHQW ZRUWKLO\" )DVW
DUH FHUWDLQO\ ILQH RXWZDUG WUDLQLQJ %XW
ZHOO SUHSDUHG ZKR KDV IDLWK LQ WKHVH ZRUG"
WKH IRUJLYHQHVY RI VLQV =~ %XW DQ\RQH ZKR GR
RU GRXEWYV WKHP LV XQZRUWK\ DQG XQSUHSDUH!
UHTXLUH DOO KHDUWYV WR EHOLHYH 7KH 6PDOO
$OWDU 3DUW

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The irony of the Lord's Supper is
that those who think they deserve it don't, and those who know they have
no claim on God, sinners who have no hope in themselves—it was for
them this Supper was instituted.

What did it take for you to be ready to receive the Lord's Body
and Blood? A few years of confirmation instruction? Did you have to
memorize the catechism (and do you still remember it)? Those are all
good things to do. It's important to know what we believe and what it is
Christ has done for us.

But receiving the Supper of Christ comes down to this
confession: “I'm a sinner. Without Jesus, | would go to hell. Therefore, |
need Jesus. And He gives me His very self in His Body and Blood. He
gives it for the forgiveness of all my sins. He promises to raise me from
the dead on the Last Day.”

Sometimes folks overthink or despise the Lord's Supper. They
say it's not Jesus' Body and Blood. Or they want to receive it but don't
want to give up their sins. Or they say they're not really bad sinners. That
is to not believe Jesus' words. Repent of any thinking like that!

On the cross, Jesus said, “It is finished.” Your salvation is a done
deal. In this holy meal of His Body and Blood, Jesus is giving you a sure
promise that His death was indeed for you—that your sins are actually
and truly forgiven forever and that you will live again even though you
die. Once again, this promise is sure because of those words of Jesus:
“Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” You can be sure
that's for you! In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

, GR QRW PHULW IDYRU /RUG 0\ ZHLJKW RI VLQ Z
JXLOW\ KHDUW V GLVFRUG 2 /RUG GR QRW IRUVI
FRPIRUWYV PH 7KDW <RX UHFHLYH PH JUDFLRXVO\
PHUF\ /RUG -HVXV &KULVW /LIH *LYLQJ %UHDG

Thursday of the Fourth Week after the
Epiphany

YHEUXDU\

7TRGD\ V 5HDGLQJ 5RPDQV
'DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ -RE -RKQ

/IRYH GRHVY QR ZURQJ WR D QHLJKERU WKHUHIRU
ODzZz ©S5RPDQV

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. All you need is love. But whose
love do you need? Whose love is going to fulfill the Law? Your love? My
love? Not likely. “Love does no wrong to the neighbor.” Which one of us
can say that we perfectly love our neighbor? Which one of us can say
we’ve always spoken kindly of our neighbor, helped him to defend his
possessions, and supported him in every physical need? Not a one of
us. Our love stinks. For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
(Romans 3:23).

And just in case we're tempted to fight against this declaration of
our sin, St. Paul holds up the Ten Commandments. Mirror, mirror on the
wall, who's the loveliest of all? Not you. Not me. We love ourselves too
much. If it's up to us and our love to fulfill the Law, our love isn’t good
enough.

However, Jesus' love is. For God shows His love for us in that
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). God loved
the world in this manner, that He sent Christ to be crucified for you.
Where we are selfish, Christ is selfless. Where we think only of
ourselves, Christ thinks, lives, and dies for others. Where we love
ourselves, Christ perfectly loves His neighbor. Jesus loves you unto
death.

But there’s more. All those Ten Commandments you can’t, won't,
and don’t keep: Jesus kept those for you, too. Why? Because He loves
you. Jesus does what you are unable to do. In His perfect life and His
perfect sacrifice for sins, Jesus keeps the Law for you and fulfills the Law
for you.

And Jesus extends His love from the cross to you. Jesus’ love is
there for you in your Baptism, for you in the Absolution, for you in His
Word, and for you in His Body and Blood. Jesus’ love is all you need. In
the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

IRYH FDXVHG <RXU LQFDUQDWLRQ /RYH EURXJKW
IRU P\ VDOYDWLRQ 3URFXUHG P\ OLEHUW\ 2K OR
<RX WR HPEUDFH ,Q ORYH DOO ORYH H[FHOOLQJ 2XL
/IRUG +RZ 6KDOO , OHHW <RX /6%
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Wednesday of the Fourth Week after
the Epiphany

YHEUXDU\
'DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ -RE -RKQ

, EHOLHYH WKDW -HVXV &KULVW WUXH *RG EHJIR
DQG DOVR WUXH PDQ ERUQ RI WKH YLUJLQ ODU\
&DWHFKLVP 7KH &UHHG 6HFRQG $UWLFOH 3DUW

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Merry Christmas! You can't say it
any simpler than that. True God. True man. Is Jesus God? Yes! Is Jesus
a man? Yes! Well, which is He, God or man? Yes!

God’s being a baby and growing into a man just doesn't square
with our notions of what God is like or should do. People think of the
“Supreme Being” as “outside of time” and “present everywhere” and all
sorts of other really awesome things. What people mostly DON'T think of
when they hear “God” is “baby.”

After all, a baby in a manger doesn't look particularly God-like. A
baby in a manger looks kind of weak and harmless. And that's a
foreshadowing. When that Baby grew up and was nailed to the tree, He
really, really didn't look like God! He really, really looked weak and
helpless and sad and pathetic!

And there is the mystery of the Christian faith, that on Calvary,
God being most God (remember, Yahweh saving us) looks least like
God. At least to our notions of God. Weak. Bleeding. Mocked. Sad.
Thirsty. Dying. Dead. That's God?

Indeed. Because God is all about one thing: saving you from
your sins. That's why He becomes man. True God. True man. Both in
one Person, Jesus Christ. To do what? Save sinners. Save you. Die and
rise for you. Wash, teach, and feed you. That's what makes this Jesus,
true God and true man, your Lord.

This is why we confess the Apostles (and Nicene and
Athanasian) Creed. It's our constant reminder of just who this Jesus is.
We confess what He Himself has taught us. He is God and man. And
that means He's our Lord and Savior from sin. In the Name + of Jesus.
Amen.

/IHW WKH HDUWK QRZ SUDLVH WKH /RUG :KR KDV
ODVW WR XV GLG VHQG &KULVW WKH VLQQHU V K
B3UDLVH WKH /RUG /6%
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Thursday after the Epiphany

-DQXDU\

7TRGD\YV 5HDGLQJ .LQJV
‘DLO\N /HFWLRQDU\ (JHNLHO 5RPDQV
$QG LW FDPH WR SDVV ZKHQ WKH SULHVWYV FDPH
WKH FORXG ILOOHG WKH KRXVH RI WKH /RUG VR
FROQWLQXH PLQLVWHULQJ EHFDXVH RI WKH FORXC
WKH KRXVH RI WKH /RUG .LQJV

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The glory of the LORD filled the
house of the LORD. God’s glory. God’s Word. The pre-incarnate Jesus
filled the house of the LORD. He flooded the holy place with His
presence. On the other hand, if men try to fill the house of the LORD with
anything else other than His glory, His Word, they're attempting to build a
cathedral to their own glory out of dirt and ash.

Therefore, Jesus says, “Take no thought for your life” (look at the
fowls of the air, the lilies of the field), “but seek first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you”
(Matthew 6:24-34). You aren’t called to know, or be clever, or proficient,
or energetic, or talented, or well-adjusted. Your vocation is simply to be
faithful to the mystery of God’s glory who always abides with us. This
Jesus, who comes to you through earthly words, water, bread, and wine.

What the world needs to hear isn’t any of your ideas, clever or
simple; none of those can comfort a single troubled soul. It needs to
hear—and above all see—your commitment to waiting for the glory of the
LORD to fill the house of the LORD: the only Lord who has the keys of
death (Revelation 1:18).

And after all the years the Church has suffered under nice
preachers, winning orators, compelling pulpiteers, clerical bigmouths,
young punks, and pompous old men, how good to hear that God sends
His pastors to preach only about His promises in Jesus Christ. Better yet,
He doesn't fill His house with clouds of smoke anymore. This is the God
who now sets out a heavenly feast every time the true Church gathers in
His Name. This is His glory. When He pours Himself down your mouth.
The New Testament in His Blood. Two hundred-proof Gospel. The glory
of the LORD, the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ given and shed for
you. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

.LQJ RI NLQJV \HW ERUQ RI ODU\ $V RI ROG RQ HI
LQ KXPDQ YHVWXUH ,Q WKH ERG\ DQG WKH EORR
+LV RZQ VHOI IRU KHDYTQO\ IRRG /HW $00 ORUYV



Friday after the Epiphany

-DQXDU\

7TRGD\YV 5HDGLQJ /XNH
‘DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ (JHNLHO 5RPDQV

$QG +H VDLG WR WKHP 3:K\ GLG \RX VHHN OH" 'LC
PXVW EH DERXW 0\ )DWKHUfV EXVLQHVV"" [XNH

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. He has come to oversee His
Father’s business. This is the work Jesus is sent to do. He doesn’t come
for Himself, but to carry out His Father’s will. Throughout His ministry
Jesus shows us that His Father is holy and just, kind and forgiving. He
also reveals to us that God condemns sin and every evil. That is why,
ultimately, He’s come. By His work as your substitute, Jesus answers to
His Father for your sins. That's the business He’s about. Because of His
dying on the cross, your sins can never again drag you from God. You
are forgiven. You are washed white in the blood of the Lamb. Now you
may stand before God as His glad children and join Jesus in calling Him
“Abba, Father.”

Jesus comes to complete His Father’s business—to make
straight the Way to Him. Do you want God as your Father? Jesus is the
Way. “No man comes to the Father, but by Me” (John 14:6). There’s no
other way to the Father. Outside Jesus, God is no one’s Father. The only
Father is the Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

God is not Father because He created you. Even if you reject
Him as your Father He remains your Creator and Judge from whom
there is no escape. The Father has only forgiven children. When His
forgiveness is rejected, it is replaced by His Word of judgment. But what
about those who refuse to believe Jesus is the only way to the Father?
As Paul asks, ‘Can the clay vessel answer back to the potter?’ As clay
vessels, as His creatures, you have no claim on God, because you are
what the Scripture calls “disfigured vessels” (Jeremiah 18:4). And the
vessel that He made from clay was disfigured in the hand of the potter.
You are sinners. There is no way around your sin. It is there. It makes
you guilty before and rejected by God. Only if sin is forgiven is God
anything but a dreadful fear. Only through His Son and His cross is God
our Father. Jesus is the Way. No man comes to the Father but by the
Son, whose finished His Father’s business for you. In the Name + of
Jesus. Amen.

<RX DUH WKH ZD\ WKURXJK <RX DORQH &DQ ZH W
&KULVW KDV *RG UHYHDOHG +LV KHDUW DQG ZLC
WKURXJK <RX $ORQH /6%

Tuesday of the Fourth Week after the
Epiphany

YHEUXDU\

7TRGD\ V 5HDGLQJ 5RPDQV
'DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ -RE -RKQ

JRU ZH NQRZ WKDW WKH ZKROH FUHDWLRQ KDV E
SDLQV RI FKLOGELUWK XQWLO QRZ $QG QRW RQC
ZKR KDYH WKH ILUVWIUXLWV Rl WKH 6SLULW JUR
DGRSWLRQ DV VRQV WKH UHGHPSWLRQ RI RXU E

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Time for a quick science lesson
on the Second Law of Thermodynamics, also known as entropy. In a
closed system, such as earth, everything is subject to heat, death, decay,
and destruction. Although St. Paul didn’t use this technical jargon, he’s
saying what scientists have observed for centuries: Creation is groaning.

Every earthquake, hurricane, tornado, typhoon, tsunami, or
natural disaster is a reminder that creation is also subject to sin and the
Fall. Creation is broken and so are we.

Adam sinned. Adam died. That's the pattern of our lives east of
Eden: sin and death. By Adam’s disobedience all were made sinners.
And so we groan with creation. We long for rescue. We eagerly wait for
adoption as sons.

But where Adam failed—and where we fail—there is One who
succeeds: Jesus. Just as Adam’s disobedience led to condemnation, so
Jesus’ act of righteousness leads to justification for all men. Adam
disobeyed. We disobey. Adam sinned. We're sinners, too. Christ obeys,
and by His obedience we are made righteous.

Our hope isn’t in Old Adam, but in a New Adam. Our hope isn’t in
a fallen creation, but a New Creation. Our hope isn’t found in the periodic
table or scientific method, but in the historical facts of Jesus’ physical
death and resurrection for us.

Even as you wait, eagerly groaning with creation, for the
resurrection of the dead and the life everlasting, redemption is already
yours. Your adoption papers are in, signed and sealed by Jesus’ death
and resurrection. In Baptism, Jesus, your New Adam, has made you a
new creation. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

&RPH -HVXV FRR®KOHRWG /RVW 3DUDGLVH UHVW

DQIJHOTV IODPIERPMZRIIHY) KHDYHQTV GRRU :KDW
(GHQ 3URSKHVLHG /6%
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Monday of the Fourth Week after the
Epiphany

YHEUXDU\

7RGD\ V 5HDGLQJ -RQDK
'DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ -RE -RKQ

$QG WKH /RUG DSSRLQWHG D JUHDW ILVK WR VZD
LQ WKH EHOO\ RI WKH ILVK WKUHH GD\V DQG WKU

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The Word of the Lord came to
Jonah. And Jonah ran the other way. The Lord said, “Arise, go to
Nineveh.” And Jonah rose to flee the Lord’s presence. Jonah even tried
hiding in the cargo hold of a ship. But the Lord hurled a great wind upon
the sea. Jonah couldn’t hide. He was hurled overboard. The sea was
calm. The men on board worshiped the Lord. And Jonah was in the belly
of a great fish.

In Jonah we see both our sin and our Savior. We’re a lot like
Jonah. The Word of the Lord says, “Love the Lord with all your heart and
soul and mind; and love your neighbor as yourself.” And we go and do
the opposite. We love ourselves, just like Jonah. We run away from the
Lord’s Word, just like Jonah. Why? Because we're sinners just like
Jonah. And sinners don’t need a little rehab, a spiritual make-over, or a
little remodeling. Sinners need to die and rise.

And that’s exactly what happened to Jonah in that great fish. He
was buried in the water and the fish spat him out. Death and
resurrection. The same is true for you. Your rebellious, self-serving, self-
righteous sins and death are buried in water. Christ hurls His mighty wind
of the Holy Spirit upon you, throws you into the sea of Baptism, and
drowns your old sinful flesh. Like the great fish, Jesus (like the Greek
acronym, , F W Ksiallows your sin and death and spits you out of the
font, alive and well.

For Jesus is your Greater Jonah. Just as Jonah was three days
and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so the Son of Man was
three days and three nights in the belly of the earth. And behold,
someone greater than Jonah is here for you. Jesus, the Word of the Lord
in human flesh, comes for you in the font, the altar, and the pulpit,
bringing His death and resurrection for you. In the Name + of Jesus.
Amen.

$00 WKH HDUWK ZLWK MR\ LV VRXQGLQJ &KULVW
JUHDWHU -RQDK ERXQGLQJ )URP WKH JUDYH +L\
SUL]H 'HDWK$6REHPLRH WULXPSK ILOO WKH VNLH
-R\ ,V 6RXQGLQJ /6%
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Saturday after the Epiphany

-DQXDU\

‘DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ (JHNLHO 5RPDQV
S%HKROG 0\ 6HUYDQW ZKRP , XSKROG 0\ (OHFW
GHOLJKWYV ,VDLDK D IURP WKH ,QWURLW IRU

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Jesus is God’s “Elect One.” The
beloved Son of God with whom He is pleased. This is the Good News of
the Gospel which the Church preaches to all nations. Believe it. Receive
it. Wash in it and be saved. By Baptism you are drowned in God’s
election.

He chooses to include you in the life of His Son, in whom His
soul delights. There’s no "but" here. There’s no catch. No tit-for-tat.
There is only the "for you." It's the certain promise of God who wants,
and will stop at nothing, to be your Father, too. He does it through Jesus.
He does it in the blessed flood. He announces it with unconditional words
that claims you today, and forever, as His own beloved child.

It does no good to talk about God’s choosing sinners by Baptism
to be His children and yet not teach faith in this promise. Baptism was
instituted for the purpose of nourishing faith. We must not then pass over
this faith or we lose the certainty that we are truly chosen, that all our
sins are forgiven. Otherwise we destroy Baptism and leave sinners
wondering whether they are really chosen, really those in whom God
delights.

This is how wonderful Baptism is! Even if you want to, you can’t
lose salvation, however much you sin, unless you will not believe you are
God’s chosen one. No sin can separate you from your heavenly Father
except unbelief alone. All other sins, so long as the faith in God's
promise made in Baptism returns or remains, all other sins are
immediately washed away through that same faith, “or rather through the
truth of God, because He cannot deny Himself,” as Martin Luther writes.

That one, solid and unsinkable promise of God that can never be
broken is His election of you as His beloved child by Baptism. It carries
all those who are washed in the font to the well of salvation. It is the
Truth of God giving us His promise by His Word in and with the water. In
the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

0\ ORYLQJ )DWKHU KHUH <RX WDNH PH 7R EH KH(
KHLU O\ IDLWKIXO 6DYLRU KHUH <RX PDNH PH 7k
VKDUH 2 +RO\ 6SLULW FRPIRUW PH :KHQ WKUHD
%DSWL]JHG LQWR <RXU 1DPH ORVW +RO\ /6%



The Baptism of Our Lord

-DQXDU\

7RGD\ V 5HDGLQJ ODWWKHZ
‘DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ (JHNLHO 5RPDQV

$QG VXGGHQO\ D YRLFH FDPH IURP KHDYHQ VD\L
6RQ LQ ZKRP , DP ZHOO SOHDVHG °~ ODWWKHZ

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. This is My beloved Son...
Believing Jesus is the son of Mary and Son of God is not about what you
see. It's not, despite what people may think about Christians, wish
fulfilment. Jesus doesn’t rise out of the Jordan River so He can dedicate
Himself to jiggling the world back into its proper place. The world’s woes
are beyond repair. There are just too many failures.

In the same way, before you die, your wealth, reputation, and
piety no more guarantee you health or happiness than they do
exemption from death. As we read in Matthew’s Gospel, when God’s
promise is proclaimed it stays light years away from reliance on success
or on any other exercise of earthly power. It relies, instead, on a power
that works through His Son, and His failure, loss, and death. It breaks
loose among you in earthly words, water, bread, and wine. God’s
promise changes the way you think, how you view the world, and history:
life, death, and everything in between.

In God’s time, the time when God’s Word became flesh, when it
was time for Jesus to bring in His Father’s kingdom, Israel’s time and all
our time were reconciled and restored by Jesus. He is God’s promise on
two legs, standing in the Jordan. Baptized by John.

The only distinction between the now in which your time is in His
hand and the now in which it is so disastrously in your own is faith. God’s
declaration, “This is My beloved Son,” can only be believed. It can’t be
known, felt, or seen. It can’t, by any efforts of yours, however good or
however successful, be rendered visible, tangible, or intelligible. Death,
you see, is absolutely all of the resurrection we can now know. Baptized
into His death so we may walk in newness of life. His blood shed for you.
The rest is faith that believes all God’s promises in Jesus are for you. In
the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

ODUN KRZ WKH /DPE RI *RGYfV VHOI RIITULQJ 2XU |
,Q WKH ELUWK ZDWHUV RI WKH -RUGDQ $V -HVXYV
WKH YRLFH IUR KHDYHQ WKXQGHUV 3/R WKLV LV
GRYH OLNH IRUP WKH 6SLULW '"HVFHQGV RQ *RGT"
WKH /DPE RI *RGfV 6HOI 2IITHULQJ /6%

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

YHEUXDU\

7RGD\ V 5HDGLQJ ODWWKHZ
‘DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ =HFKDULDK 7LWXV

$QG WKH\ ZHQW DQG ZR6IBIYKLRVVDRUGJ 22H DUH St
ODWWKHZ

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The disciples were right. They
were perishing. But the storm-tossed boat wasn’t the only thing sinking.
Their faith was being swamped by panic, doubt, and despair.

“Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Jesus’ words to His
disciples reveal the same sin in them that we see in ourselves. We do
not fear, love, and trust in God above all things. Like the disciples, times
of distress cause us to doubt Christ’s promises, despair of His grace—or
worse yet—doubt that He is with us just as He was with the disciples. So
Jesus rebukes the disciples' sin and then He rebukes the wind and
waves. He rebukes our sin, and then He calms our distressing, doubtful,
despairing hearts with the same Word.

Do not be afraid of the world, no matter how ugly and wicked it
gets. “I have overcome the world,” says Jesus. Do not be afraid of the
devil’s fiery darts of temptation. Every one of them is quenched by the
liquid shield of your Baptism. And the devil is defeated, crushed, and
conquered in My death for you. Do not be afraid of your own sinful flesh.
“For behold, | make all things new.”

With the same Word which He used to rebuke the wind and
waves, Jesus says, “It is finished.” Your sin is rebuked. It's gone. And
your death, too. It's all paid for in Jesus. You have nothing to fear. With
that same marvelous Word, Jesus replaces your doubt and despair with
the gift of faith and joy in Him. Who is this that even sin and death obey?
It is Jesus, the great Captain of your salvation who went down with the
ship to save you. And you are anchored firmly to His cross forever by
water, Word, Body and Blood. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

3UDLVH WKH 2QH ZKR EUHDNV WKH GDUNQHVYV :L\
WKH 2QH ZKR IUHHV WKH SULVIQHUV 7XUQLQJ EO
2QH ZKR SUHDFKHG WKH *RVSHO +HDOLQJ HYTfU\
VWRUPY DQG IHHGLQJ WKRXVDQGYV :LWK WKH YHU
2QH :KR %YUHDNV WKH 'DUNQHVV /6%
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The Purification of Mary and the
Presentation of Our Lord

YHEUXDU\

7TRGD\ V 5HDGLQJ /XNH

'‘DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ =HFKDULDK 7TLWXV
1RZ ZKHQ WKH GD\V Rl KHU SXULILFDWLRQ DFFRU
ZHUH FRPSOHWHG WKH\ EURXJKW +LP WR -HUXVIE
/IRUG DV LW LV ZULWWHQ LQ WKH ODZ RI WKH /RL
ZRPE VKDOO EH FDOOHG KRO\ WR WKH /25" DQG
DFFRUGLQJ WR ZKDW LV VDLG LQ WKH ODZ RI WKI
WZR \RXQJ SLIJHRQV /XNH

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Let's get one thing straight. If
there is one man who doesn't have to do what the Law says, it's Jesus.
He made the Law. He wrote it on the stone tablets. He is perfect and
holy and sinless. If there's one Man who doesn't need to offer a sacrifice
after his birth, it's Jesus. So why do His parents do this? Why is Jesus
treated as if He's under the Law? Why does He have to be presented to
the Lord? Because He has come to put Himself under the Law—to make
it apply to Him just as it applies to you. But the difference between Him
and you is that He is going to keep that Law. Fulfill it. Do it. Never break
it. And then He's going to give that law-keeping to you.

In the Old Testament, the firstborn child had to be redeemed,
“bought back” with a sacrifice. This was a reminder of the firstborn of
Egypt who had died when the Lord set His people free. But it also
pointed ahead to God's only-begotten Son, His firstborn and Mary's. He
would give His life to save all children regardless of birth order.

Jesus puts Himself under the Law both ways—under its
requirements and under its curses. In His life, He keeps the
commandments perfectly, living the life you could not. On the cross, He
suffers the judgment and curse of the Law, dying the death you
deserved. He lived your life and died your death. And in doing both, He
has saved you.

Likely your parents brought you to church when you were a
baby. Not to fulfill the Law, but to have put upon you in Holy Baptism the
law-keeping perfection and salvation of Jesus. You, like Simeon, can
depart in peace. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

-HVXV E\ <RXU SUHVHQWDWLRQ :KHQ WKH\ EOHV
ODNH XV VHH <RXU JUHDW VDOYDWLRQ 6HDO XV
SUHVHQW XV LQ <RXU JORU\ 7R <RXU )DWKHU FO
7THPSOH 1RZ %HKROG +LP /6%
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Monday after the Baptism of Our Lord

-DQXDU\

7TRGD\ V 5HDGLQJ -RVKXD

‘DLO\N /HFWLRQDU\ (JHNLHO 5RPDQV

6R LW ZDV ZKHQ WKH SHRSOH VHW RXW |IURP WK
-RUGDQ ZLWK WKH SULHVWYVY EHDULQJ WKH DUN [
SHRSOD®G DV WKRVH ZKR ERUH WKH DUN FDPH WR
RI WKH SULHVWYV ZKR ERUH WKH DUN GLSSHG LQ
-RUGDQ RYHUIORZV DOO LWV EDQNV GXWKDRW WHKH
ZDWHUV ZKLFK FDPH GRZQ IURP XSVWUHDP VWRR
YHU\ IDU DZD\ DW $GDP WKH FLW\ WKDW LV EHVL

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. This is another example of God’s
wonderful kindness. It's so wonderful that some may even argue it's
unbelievable. Sadly, there are people outside (and very often inside) our
churches who don’t trust the accounts of God’s great faithfulness.

They prefer to argue that God didn’t create man in His own
image. It was the other way around. We created god, which explains the
profusion of gods and religions. It explains the homicidal tendencies
between and among faiths that we see everywhere. It's what has
retarded the progress of our church and society.

Such people have a passion against God. And for many who
grew up in church, but fled, they grow more hostile and confident every
week they're away from the communion rail. They can’t see what's
obvious to you. They understand differently. They do have reasons for
their belief, as you have reason for yours. But the difference between
you and them is that they’re their own chief opponent. As long as they
can convince themselves, nobody else can persuade them. They know
there’s no promise God has made that can rescue them. God is not
faithful. Not wonderful. Not great.

But are they so different than us? No. We're all born without fear
and love for God. Let us pray for them then as we pray for the whole
Church on earth, that we may all enjoy the forgiveness and hope that
accompanies this God. He’s faithful when we’re faithless. He loves us
when we’re unlovable. He’s patient and kind when we’re impatient and
angry. He enjoys the challenge of turning a heart of stone (like He turned
back the waters in the Jordan so the people could cross) into a living,
beating heart of faith that gladly believes that all His promises are true. In
the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

KDW SXQLVKPHQW VR VWUDQJH LV VXIIHUHG \RQ
VKHHS WKDW ORYHG WR ZDQGHU 7KH ODVWHU SELC
+LP KR ZRXOG QRW NQRZ +LP 2 "HDUHVW -HV X\
WURNHQ /6%
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Tuesday after the Baptism of Our Lord

-DQXDU\

7TRGD\ V 5HDGLQJ &RULQWKLDQV
‘DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ (JHNLHO 5RPDQV

%XW *RG KDV FKRVHQ WKH IRROLVK WKLQJV RI Wt
ZLVH DQG *RG KDV FKRVHQ WKH ZHDN WKLQJV RI
WKH WKLQJV ZKLFK DUH PLIJKW\ DQG WKH EDVH V
WKLQJV ZKLFK DUH GHVSLVHG *RG KDV FKRVHQ I
WR EULQJ WR QRWKLQJWKKHVWXR QO M WKK\DRAR DO E J
SUHVHQFH &RULQWKLDQV

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. There's a typically American
trend among Christians that we're an outgoing, upbeat, nice group of
folks. But the Christian Church doesn’t do “nice,” not if it's about
preaching Christ. In the Church, when we speak of Christ we inevitably
speak about affliction, the yoke of grief, of God’s goodness and
compassion which are new every morning. But this isn’t a message
people can call “nice.” And why would they? The message of the cross is
about affliction, grief, disgrace, compassion, and God’s goodness, which
is only revealed to us in the midst of suffering and conflict. It's a word of
death and resurrection. It announces that to be raised up into the new
creation, we don’t need to be nice, good, holy, smart, accountable or
even faithful. We need only to be dead. How could it not meet with
resistance outside and inside a church who can count the cost of being
“nice,” but for whom God suffering, dead, and then raised from death has
no value?

The message of the cross—death and resurrection—meets
resistance from both inside and outside the Church (not to mention within
each and every one of us) because God’s message isn’t a nice
message, it's a foolish message, through and through. It’s foolishness
because God isn’t for first place finishers, winners, heroes, or living
legends—He’s for suffering and conflicted people. He meets us in our
suffering and conflicts not with the promise to take them away. He’s
simply always with us, in death and in life.

Therefore, “be patient and hope for the salvation of the LORD.
For the LORD will not reject you forever, but first He afflicts you, then He
has compassion according to His abundant goodness” (Lamentations
3:22-33). In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

7TKRX KDVW VXIIHUHG PHQ WR EUXLVH 7KHH 7KDYV
J)DOVHO\ GLG 7K\ IRHV DFFXVH 7KHH 7KHQFH , JD
7K\ VRXO GLG ODQJXLVK OH WR FRPIRUW LQ P\ D(
WKDQNV VKDOO EH 'HDUHVW -HVXV XQWR 7KHH
ILYLQJ /6%
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Friday of the Third Week after the
Epiphany

YHEUXDU\
'DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ =HFKDULDK 7LPRWK\
7KH /RUG VWRRG ZLWK PH DQG VWUHQJWKHQHG F

PLIKW EH SUHDFKHG IXO0\ WKURXJK PH DQG WK
7LPRWK\

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Paul had it rough near the end
of his life on earth. Friends and fellow pastors had abandoned him, and
some had abandoned the faith! He was imprisoned. Yet, in spite of it all,
he was diligent in exercising his pastoral duties. He confessed: “The
Lord stood with me and strengthened me.” This isn’t just so he could
tough it out, so he could cope with the stress. No, it was for the sake of
the Gospel: “That the message might be preached fully through me, and
that all the Gentiles might hear.” This is what the Lord does: He makes
pastors and strengthens them in their duties.

You and | are the Gentiles. We are the far-off ones, the ones
outside the kingdom. Yet Paul’s preaching rang out, and that preaching
creates faith. That's how the Spirit works. Through the preaching of the
Gospel, He creates, sustains, and strengthens faith. The Spirit used
Paul’s preaching, which created faith in the hearers. Still more pastors
through the ages proclaim the Gospel that “all the Gentiles might hear”
—that you and | might hear. It may have been first to some ancient
ancestor, your grandparents, parents, or maybe just to you, but some
pastor has preached. The Spirit has used that Word to call you from
unbelief, to give you faith in Jesus, who died for you and shed His blood
for you on the cross for the forgiveness of sins, thus giving you the fruit
of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

Yes, the Lord makes pastors. For you. He’s given you one—
one to baptize, absolve, preach, and give you Jesus’ Body and Blood.
Paul was strengthened in his ministry by the Lord. May all our pastors be
thus strengthened, and may there be an increase of laborers for the
harvest so that the Gospel might ring out, that Christ and Him crucified
might be clearly preached even in these latter days. In the Name + of
Jesus. Amen.

2 6SLULW ZKR GLGVW RQFH UHVWRUH 7K\ &KXUF|
EULQJHU RI JRRG QHZV WR PHQ %UHDWKH RQ 7K
7KDW LQ WKHVH JUD\ DbQG ODWWHU GD\V 7TKHUH F
SUDLVH (DFK OLIH D KLJK GR[RORJ\ 7R )DWKHU
*RG 2 /RUG RI +HDYHQ DQG (DUWK /6%

29



Thursday of the Third Week after the
Epiphany

-DQXDU\

7RGD\ V 5HDGLQJ 5RPDQV
'DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ =HFKDULDK 7LPRWK\
5HSD\ QR RQH HYLO IRU HYLO +DYH UHJDUG IRU
PHQ 5RPDQV

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Do you carry a grudge against
someone? Are you waiting to get even? You know the saying about
payback! They did it to you. Something bad happens to them and we
joke about “karma.” What goes around comes around. This is the world's
way of teaching us to deal with people who hurt us. Hurt them back.

Compare that to Jesus. He was arrested. He was tried. He didn't
even try to defend Himself. All He ever did was speak the truth. He was
handed over, beaten mercilessly and swapped for a murderer. He hung
on the cross while everyone made fun of Him for what? For nothing at
all. Perhaps the world was most mad that He didn't even try to stick up
for Himself. But what the world forgets is that if Jesus HAD stood up for
Himself, we would have perished eternally.

By not defending Himself, by not striking back, by not taking
revenge, Jesus saves those who always want payback to happen. He
saves you. Those sins of wanting to get back at others are what put your
Lord on a cross. Yet, it is His being on that cross and dying for you that
wipes out those wicked desires to see bad things happen to the people
you don't like!

And here are two promises the Lord gives. First is His promise
that by your Baptism into His Name, your Lord forgives your desire for
revenge and harm to others. Second, He promises by that same Baptism
and through His Word and Sacraments to grant you the Holy Spirit to
work in you the godly desires to overcome that lust for vengeance. The
Spirit works in you to teach you the true way of living as a follower of
Jesus: by NOT paying people back with what they deserve.

After all, the Lord does not deal with your evil by being evil back,
but by being your Savior and forgiving your sins. In the Name + of Jesus.
Amen.

/IRUG OHW PH ZLQ P\ IRHV :LWK NLQGO\ ZRUGYV DQ
JRRG IULHQGYV )RU FRXQVHO DQG FRUUHFWLRQ +
7R ORYH ERWK JUHDW DQG VPDOO $QG E\ <RXU 6!
ZLWK DOO 2 *RG O\ )DLWKIXO *RG /6%
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Wednesday after the Baptism of Our
Lord

-DQXDU\

‘DLO\N /HFWLRQDU\ (JHNLHO 5RPDQV

, EHOLHYH WKDW *RG KDV PDGH PH DQG DOO FUH
7KH &UHHG )LUVW $UWLFOH 3DUW

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. No matter where you begin, if
you try to get at the First Article of the Creed without Jesus as your
mediator, you will discover a God who wants you dead. Without Jesus,
God is not Creator. He is Judge, and His wrath appears to break loose
everywhere. God is destroying whole cities with tornados. He stirs up
war and bloodshed. He does nothing about the children who are dying
from starvation by the tens of thousands every day. How could God do
these things? Because He is God and you're not. More than that, “There
is none righteous, no, not one. There is none who understands. There is
none who seeks after God. They have all turned aside. They have
together become unprofitable. Their throat is an open tomb. With their
tongues they have practiced deceit. Their feet are swift to shed
blood. Destruction and misery are in their ways. And the way of peace
they have not known. There is no fear of God before their eyes” (Romans
3:10-18). From what St. Paul describes, how can God not destroy what
He has made?

That is what it means to approach the First Article without Christ.
Without Christ, God is a stony wall. He offers no apologies, no words
which bring comfort. He is blameless in His wrath because you rebelled,
you broke His law, you tried to play creator, so you are to blame for
everything. But now, St. Paul writes, “the righteousness of God apart
from the law is revealed...the righteousness of God, through faith in
Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe” (Romans 3:21, 22). For
Christ's sake it has been revealed to us that God does not want to be
known as Judge, but as Creator and Father. And in Jesus that's exactly
what we receive by faith. The wrath of God is quenched. Everything in
fallen creation has met its end in Jesus' blood and death. In Christ's
resurrection, the Father has placed all things under His authority so that
we, as Jew and Gentile, may be reconciled to God on account of Christ,
and receive as creatures all we need for this body and life with thanks
and praise. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

B3UDLVH WR WKH /RUG WKH $OPLJKW\ WKH .LQJ R
+LP IRU +H LV \RXU KHDOWK DQG VDOYDWLRQ /F
WHPSOH GUDZ QHDU -RLQLQJ LQ JODG DGRUDWL/
$OPLIKW\ /6%
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Thursday after the Baptism of Our Lord

-DQXDU\

7TRGD\ V 5HDGLQJ ,VDLDK
‘DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ (JHNLHO 5RPDQV

8, WKH /RUG KDYH FDOOHG <RX LQ ULJKWHRXVQ
, ZLOO NHHS <RX DQG JLYH <RX DV D FRYHQDQW '
WKH *HQWLOHYVY 7R RSHQ EOLQG H\HV 7R EULQJ R:
7KRVH ZKR VLW LQ GDUNQHVV IURP WKH SULVRQ

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Israel the stiff-necked. Israel the
hardhearted. Israel the stubborn. Israel would not see or hear, so God’s
judgment came down on them that they should not see or hear. And
Isaiah’s mission to his people was this very thing: “Make the heart of this
people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart,
and convert, and be healed” (lsaiah 6:10). The LORD rejected this
stubborn people, all except a remnant. He would graft wild olive
branches in the tree (Romans 11:17) after breaking off many of the
useless original branches. Then, at last, He would have a people willing
to hear and see. Remember also Jesus’ prayer: “I thank You, Father,
LORD of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the
wise and understanding and have revealed them to little children”
(Matthew 11:17).

In the New Testament, in the Christian Church, this prophecy is
fulfilled. The LORD’S people see and hear His Word. This goes to the
root of the Holy Spirit's work, making the blind to see and the deaf to
hear God’s Word. The Good News about Jesus Christ for you. This is
how we receive His gifts in true faith; He gives us open ears and seeing
eyes. For this specific purpose, God sends a preacher. A preacher
announces words, and the words are: You are dead by God’s judgment,
and arise on account of Christ’s forgiveness. Now you have received the
gifts of the Spirit through faith. You have been given God’s promise that
there is something to hope in that can never wither and die on the vine.
You are set free from sin and death, and given the free gifts of Christ in
Word and Sacrament. You, who sat in darkness have been brought into
the light of forgiveness. God'’s forgiveness reached down into the hellish
deep in Jesus Christ, to draw you out of sin and death forever. In the
Name + of Jesus. Amen.

/IRUG EH RXU OLJKW ZKHQ ZRUOGO\ GDUNQHVV Y

ZKHQ HDUWKO\ DUPRU IDLOV XV $QG LQ WKH GD\
*UDQW XV <RXU SHDFH /RUG J/RUG RI 2XU /LIH [/
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Wednesday of the Third Week after the
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-DQXDU\

‘DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ =HFKDULDK 7LPRWK\

, EHOLHYH LQ *RG WKH )DWKHU $OPLJKW\ ODNHL
GRHV WKLV PHDQ" +H GHIHQGY PH DJDLQVW DO
SURWHFWYV PHLI®R® WRIOVHH GRHV RQO\ RXW RI I
JRRGQHVY DQG PHUF\ ZLWKRXW DQ\ PHULW RU Z
LV P\ GXW\ WR WKDQN DQG SUDLVH VHUYH DQG F
FHUWDLQO\ WUXH 7KH 6PDOO &DWHFKLVP 7KH ¢

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. A dog looks to its master, eagerly
expecting its food. A child looks to his mother to comfort him from
imagined monsters. As Christ's people, we look to our heavenly Father,
expecting Him to take care of whatever might hurt us. Evil things frighten
us because we take our eyes off the Lord and we forget He will save us.

When the Father sends Jesus to save us from our sins, the image
of Jesus on the cross is forever given to us as one of comfort. Whenever
you see a cross or crucifix, whenever you make the sign of the cross,
whenever you see a picture or painting of Jesus on Calvary, and
whenever that crucified Jesus is preached to you, then remember: Your
heavenly Father delivers you from all evil.

What the creed is teaching us here is that there is nothing that can
truly harm you. Yes, you can get sick. You might suffer pain or some
other hurt. You will even die. But none of those things is an evil that can
harm or destroy you. That's because all that is ever truly evil has landed
on Jesus on Calvary and His empty tomb of Easter is the proof that there
is nothing that can keep the Son of God down. Therefore, there is
nothing that can keep you down, now that you have been baptized into
Christ.

Your heavenly Father truly does protect and deliver you from all
that is evil. There is nothing that can snatch you from His hand because
you are there in Jesus. There is no evil that has not been defeated, no
matter how awful, by the death and resurrection of Jesus and therefore
by your Baptism and His Word and Body and Blood. This really does call
forth our thanks and praise! In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

3<HV )DWKHU \HV PRVW ZLOOLQJO\, OO EHDU Z
FRQIRUPV WR <RXU GHFUHH , 00 GR ZKDW <RX K
IRYH ZKDW KDYH <RX GRQH 7KH )DWKHU RIIHUV
VDOYDWLRQ 2 /RYH KRZ VWURQJ <RX DUH WR VL
JUDYH :KR EXLOW WKH HDUWK V IRXQGDWLRQ $
JRUWK /6%
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In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Sometimes the English language
just doesn’t cut it. Most translations say the Gospel is the “power” of God
for salvation. It's not a bad translation. We know what that means. The
Gospel is the power that gives salvation to us. But the Greek is so much
better. The word is G X Q D, fhke ¥ame word from which we get dynamite!

What a great word for Epiphany. The Gospel is God’s dynamite!
An explosion of light and salvation. That's what Epiphany is all about:
Jesus revealing the Gospel. Jesus revealing that He is the promised
Savior of the Old Testament. Jesus revealing that His Word is the
dynamite, flash-bang grenade of God’s grace. Boom! Your sins are
forgiven. Flash! Bang! The darkness of your sin is swallowed up in the
Light of Christ’s death and resurrection.

Where we deserved to be blasted away by God’s wrath, Jesus
took our sin and death on Mt. Calvary. Where we deserved the darkness
of the grave for our sin, Jesus reveals the light of His resurrection for us
and an endless day in the new creation. Where we deserved to die in
unrighteousness, Jesus gives and reveals His righteousness for us in the
Gospel.

This is the same righteousness that comes to you by the power
( G\ Q D Pdf tie Gospel in the Sacraments. So Baptism is the power of
God to save you. Absolution is the power of God to announce, “Your sins
are forgiven!” The Lord’s Supper is the power of God to deliver salvation
right into your mouth. By the Gospel in action in Word, water, Body and
Blood you are righteous. And the righteous live by faith. In the Name + of
Jesus. Amen.

W LV WKH SRZfU RI *RG WR VDYH JURPYWHLQW@RU

WKH IDLWK ZKLFK ILUPO\ FOLQJV 7R DOO WKH WU
*RVSHO 6KRZV WKH )DWKHU(fV *UDFH /6%
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The Confession of St. Peter
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In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. They see and yet don’t see the
truth about Jesus. This is why He warns them to say nothing. They would
sell Him as the wrong kind of Messiah, for the wrong reasons, to a
people who needed a true Redeemer.

All the religions men have invented fail miserably at this, and this
includes many Christian denominations, too. This is why, if you involve
yourself with these kinds of groups, they will increase your restlessness,
in spite of all your efforts and all your straining to set your sinful
conscience at rest. There is only One who is able to secure for you this
great gift: our beloved LORD Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, the
universal Savior, who has “cancel[ed] the record of debt that stood
against us with its legal demands. This He set aside, nailing it to the
cross” (Colossians 2:14), who by His blood purges your evil conscience
and substitutes it with a good conscience.

Therefore, no one besides our Savior could offer an invitation
such as: “Come unto me, all [you] who labor and are heavy laden, and |
will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). Everybody who comes to Jesus and
trusts Him as their God and Savior is joyfully, comfortably at rest in these
last days.

If you rely on Him, trust in Him, and look to Him for your every
good, you will dwell in a secure castle—a mighty, impregnable fortress
until the Last Day. Nothing and no one that stands next to you can either
decrease or increase your rest and comfort or your serenity of soul.
Why? Because if your heart and mind are in this Christ, set on Christ
alone for your every good, you have already begun eternal life. You
already have one foot in the resurrection! In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

+DLO 7KRX RQFH GHVSLVHG -HVXV +DLO 7KRX *
VXIITHU WR UHOHDVH XV 7KRX GLGVW IUHH VDOYI
6DYLRU %HDUHU RI RXU VLQ DQG VKDPH %\ 7K\ |
JLYHQ WKURXJK 7K\ QDPH +DLO 7KRX 2QFH "HV?E
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&RPH DQG VHH WKH ZRUNV RI *RG +H LV DZHVRPI
VRQV RI PHQ 3VDOP IURP WKH ,QWURLW IRU

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Wake up! Come on! Come and
see! Check out what God has been up to! Enter His house tomorrow on
the day of His resurrection and see what He's up to.

There's the remembrance of the holy Name put upon you in
Baptism. That's the same Triune God who has been at work all these
years bringing about the fulfillment of His promises when Jesus was born
in the fullness of time.

There are sinners confessing their sins and being absolved. No
hiding our faults here. We acknowledge before God Himself that we don't
love Him or our neighbor. His reply? “| forgive you.” For Jesus' sake,
those sinners no longer have to fear God's judgment because they've
been declared “not guilty.”

Then there's the Word. It points to Christ, tells of Christ, speaks
the words of Jesus. The Word in the Scriptures declares God's love in
sending His Son to be our Savior. That Word puts into our ears the
glorious promises that for the sake of this Jesus, our sins are forgiven
and we will be raised from the dead. This Word declares to us a God
who died for us and rose again to secure our eternal place with Him
forever.

Then there's God Himself! Hidden under the bread and wine. But
the same Jesus who walked the earth in the flesh now gives us that flesh
and blood, which was pierced and buried and rose for us, to eat and
drink for the forgiveness of sins. In all these ways, God Himself is
present to comfort and console us with the Good News that our sins are
forgiven and we are His forever.

Come tomorrow and see the awesome works of the Lord! Come
and see His doings toward the sons of men. They are mighty doings
done for you! In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

7TKHQ OHW XV QRZ GUDZ QHDU :DVKHG LQ WKDW
ORVW +RO\ 30O0DFH %\ -HVXV EORRG )URP KHDUW'
WRQJXHV RXU KRSH SURIHVV $QG WUXVW DQHZ *
FRQIHVYV &KULVW 6LWV DW *RG V 5LIJKW +DQG /I
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$QG KLV VHUYDQWY FDPH QHDU DQG VSRNH WR K
WKH SURSKHW KDG WROG \RX WR GR VRPHWKLQJ
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FOHDQ " .LQJV

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. What makes Baptism so special?
It's just water isn't it? No, it's not “just water.” It's water with God's Word
added. Most of the churches that surround you probably don't think that
Baptism saves you. They won't teach that it forgives your sins and gives
you eternal life. They won't rejoice that in Baptism you are clothed with
Christ and given new birth from above.

That sounds just like Naaman! Elisha told him to go wash in the
Jordan and his leprosy would be gone. Naaman thought that was the
stupidest thing he had ever heard, especially since they had way better
rivers back home. But what happened? His servants convinced Mr.
Hardhead to get in the river and his leprosy was gone. Does that mean
the Jordan River was better? No. The difference is that THAT water had
God's command and promise attached to it. When that is the case, you
can be sure it will do what it says.

Jesus died on the cross to forgive our sins. But how do you know
that forgiveness is also truly for YOU? Baptism! The Bible tells us in lots
of places all the good things that Baptism does. If God's Word says that
Baptism does such great things, who are we to argue? Rather, we are to
say “Amen” and rejoice that the Lord has given such a gift.

Most people think of Baptism as a religious ceremony. It's
something nice to do or a good tradition, but it doesn't really DO
anything. God says it's a holy washing of forgiveness and life! When you
were brought to the font, probably as a baby, did you believe? Neither
did Naaman. But once the water and Word were upon him, he was
cleansed. When that water and Word were splashed upon you, you were
cleansed from all your sin and the Lord made you His own dear child,
because that's what He said happens! In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

*RG V RZQ FKLOG , JODGO\ VD\ LW , DP EDSWL]H
FRXOG QRW SD\ LW *DYH P\ IXOO UHGHPSWLRQ S
WUHDVXUHVY PDQ\" , KDYH RQH ZRUWK PRUH WKDC
VDOYDWLRQ IUHH /DVWLQJ WR HWHUQLW\ *RGTV
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In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. After Jesus’ Sermon on the
Mount, the crowds were amazed at how He taught with authority. After
Jesus calmed the storm, His disciples marveled that He had authority
over the wind and the waves. After a centurion—and a Gentile at that—
confessed that he was not worthy to receive Jesus into his home, Jesus
marvels at this man’s confession of His authoritative, healing Word.

The centurion confessed what the Scriptures teach: Jesus’ Word
is authoritative. Unlike our words, Jesus’ Words actually do what He says
they will do. Jesus’ Word makes paralytic men walk, dead men rise, and
sinners be forgiven. Why? Jesus not only speaks the Word of God. He IS
the Word of God in human flesh. The centurion confessed his
unworthiness and the authority of Jesus’ Word. That's why Jesus praised
his faith, not because of any of his words, but because he confessed the
power of Jesus’ Words.

And those are the same authoritative, life-giving Words that
Jesus speaks to His Church at the end of Matthew’s Gospel: “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” In this Christian
Church, Jesus’ Word still has authority. He gives to your pastor His
authority to forgive sin through Absolution, Baptism, and the Lord’s
Supper. Jesus says to your sins, “Go away” and they are gone. Jesus
declared on the cross, “It is finished,” and your salvation was
accomplished. Jesus says, “Come, recline at table with me,” and you
come to receive His Body and Blood for the forgiveness of your sins. In
the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

7K\ VWURQG EHVSHDNV XV ULJKWHRXV %ULJKW Z
*ORULRXV QRZ ZH SUHVV WRZDUGV JORU\ $QG R
$OOHOXLD DOOHOXLD 3UDLVH WR 7KHH ZKR OLJ
$OOHOXLD ZLWKRXW HQG 7K\ 6WURQJ :RUG /6%
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In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Jesus accomplishes His first
miracle at a wedding. St. John calls it a sign, in that it points to Jesus,
calls attention to who He is. He is the Word through whom all things were
created. Through the Word was made water. Grapes. He speaks His
Word and water becomes wine. And not just the cheap stuff. Good,
excellent, outstanding wine!

So what does this sign say? It says all sorts of things about
Jesus. First, it shows He is the Word through whom all things were
created. He has power over creation since He made it!

The water pitchers were used in the cleansing rituals that the
Law commanded. Jesus has them filled up and turns them into wine
casks for the wedding party. This points to how Jesus Himself fulfills the
Law, keeping the commandments perfectly, and then pouring out upon
us not judgment and burdens, but the sweet gifts of forgiveness and
peace.

The fact that Jesus is accomplishing this sign at a wedding also
points to the fact that Jesus came to have a Bride: the Church! She is
born from His side on the cross of Calvary in water and blood. The water
and wine remind us of the water and blood which flow from Jesus' side to
wash away our sins and make us His beloved Bride.

And water and wine point us to Baptism and the Lord's Supper.
Jesus doesn't just make water into wine to show He can do that. It's for
the party! Just so, His salvation isn't just accomplished on the cross, it's
also given out at the feast of salvation in the Divine Service of His
Church where sinners are baptized and His disciples are fed with His
Body and Blood, given with the bread and wine.

This first of Jesus’ signs shows that He is such a Savior who has
nothing but good gifts for you! In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

$OPLIKW\ DQG HYHUODVWLQJ *RG *RYHUQRU RI I
HDUWK PHUFLIXOO\ KHDU WKH VXSSOLFDWLRQV
SHDFH LQ RXU WLPH WKURXJK -HVXV &KULVW <F
DQG UHLJQV ZLWK <RX DQG WKH +RO\ 6SLULW RC
&ROOHFW IRU (SLSKDQ\
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In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Not even Moses, whom Yahweh
invited up the mountain to speak with Him, could see God's face. You
can't look at God's face or you'll die! The glory there would vaporize a
sinner instantly!

Unless it's a baby's face. A baby face won't vaporize anyone. In
fact, Yahweh tells Moses he can't look upon His face because He hasn't
been born yet in the flesh. There is the God who comes to Mt. Sinai in
smoke and fire and thunder and terror to all who approach. Then there is
God who comes in the flesh, as a baby, in a manger, growing up and
visiting the Temple, at a wedding, making top notch wine for everyone to
enjoy.

God comes in the flesh so that we CAN see His face and not die.
So that He can do what we do: suffer, bleed, die. The Israelites saw the
glory of God reflected in Moses' face. Now it is seen directly in the face
of Jesus who was lifted up on the cross as the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world.

People get pretty excited when they try to imagine how awesome
the Lord is. They imagine His shining glory which no one can behold and
live. That is an awesome God! But that's not what God does to save us.
To save us, so we can behold Him face to face, He becomes one of us.
With a face. And eyes and ears and all that we have—to speak His
Word. To preach Good News. To save us from sin and death. Jesus
comes to us, hidden under water, words, and bread and wine so that our
sins are forgiven. He promises to raise you up on the Last Day and you
will see Him. Face to face. No being vaporized. Because you will see
Jesus' face—the face of the Savior who has put a smile on God the
Father's face for you. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

+DLO 2 6RXUFH RI HYHU\ % OHVVLQJ )DWKHU RI F
QRZ <RXU JUDFH SRVVHVVLQJ ,Q <RXU FRXUWYV |
ZH IDOO EHIRUH <RX ,Q <RXU &KXUFK UHMRLFH W
DGRUH <RX 7KDQNIXO IRU WKH JUDFH <RX JLYH
%OHVVLQJ /6%
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In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Another pastor festival? Timothy
and Titus are remembered, because of all the pastors that St. Paul
instructed, we have letters from him to both Timothy and Titus. These
letters are a gift because they give pastors today instructions on how to
faithfully carry out the ministry, and they give God's people a reason to
thank Him for their pastors and learn what their pastors are supposed to
do.

Pastors do lots of things with God's Word, but one responsibility
they have that is very important is being able to refute those who
contradict the Scriptures. Now most pastors probably like a good
theological argument, but Paul doesn't tell Titus to do that just for the
sake of “being right.” A pastor will always fight to defend the truth of
God's Word, so that Christ will be confessed.

Pastors whom Christ calls into His Church want to “exhort” and
“convict” so that people who are in error will repent and confess Christ
faithfully. In other words, their teaching and arguing is about Jesus!
Pastors want everyone to know that Jesus is true God and true man.
That He died for the sin of the world and rose again. That Jesus washes
and feeds us at the font and altar. That He preaches and absolves
through His pastors.

Pastor Titus was a gift to the Church. Your pastor is a gift to the
Church. He is Christ's gift to you, so that you will receive the gifts of
Christ: forgiveness, life, and salvation. Take time on St. Titus' day to
once again give thanks for the pastor whom the Lord has given you and
pray that the Lord will enable him to do his job faithfully and for the
comfort and building up of God's people. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

6HQG 2 /RUG <RXU +RO\ 6SLULW 2Q <RXU VHUYD
SURYH D IDLWKIXO VKHSKHUG 7KDW QR ODPE EH
WR SURFODLP 7R H[WRO <RXU KRO\ QDPH $QG W
6DYLRU ODNH KLV DLP DQG VROH HQGHDYRU ©6H
6SLULW /6%
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In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Saul is promised he will suffer for
Christ’s sake. As it goes for Paul, it goes for the whole Church. As our
Master suffered we will, too, because we are His body. That means the
Christian Church isn’t a “nice” place to hang out, not if it's about
preaching Christ. In the Church when we speak of Christ we inevitably
speak about affliction, the yoke of grief, and God’s goodness and
compassion which are new every morning. But this isn’t a message
people can call “nice.” And why would they? The message of the cross is
about affliction, grief, disgrace, compassion, and God’s goodness which
is only revealed to us in the midst of suffering and conflict. It's a word of
death and resurrection. It announces that to be raised up into the new
creation we don’t need to be nice, good, holy, smart, accountable, or
even faithful—we need only to be dead. How could it not meet with
resistance outside and inside a church who can count the cost of being
“nice,” but for whom God suffering, dead, and raised from death has no
value?

The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, both outside the Church and to those who think they are
Christians but trust in themselves. But the Gospel, the Good News of the
forgiveness of sins given in Christ, is what brought a man who trusted in
himself, Saul, to be a preacher of the Savior in whom the world is called
to trust. The Church celebrates St. Paul, not because he accomplished
something great, but because the Lord could bring death and
resurrection even to such a guy as Saul, to make him dead to himself but
alive for the preaching of this Good News to the world.

Therefore, with St. Paul and all the saints, “be patient and hope
for the salvation of the LORD ... For the LORD will not reject you forever,
but first He afflicts you, then He has compassion according to His
abundant goodness” (Lamentations 3:26). In the Name + of Jesus.
Amen.

/IRUG -HVXV WKLQN RQ PH %\ DQ[LRXV WKRXJKW'
ORYLQJ VHUYDQW EH $QG WDVWH <RXU SURPLVH(
OH /6%
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In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. If you're dating someone, or
married, or interested, you'll learn quickly that trying to understand a
member of the opposite sex can be a mystery! Men are from Mars and
women from Venus and all that. But what's an even greater mystery is
how marriage is a picture of Christ and His Bride: the holy, Christian
Church.

Jesus' first sign was at a wedding. Water into wine. Later, on
Good Friday, Jesus “leaves His mother to be united to His wife” when He
dies on the cross. Just as Adam's wife was made from the rib taken from
his side, so our Lord's Bride, the Church, comes from His side in the
water (Baptism!) and the blood (Supper!) which flow forth when He is
pierced.

Christ's Bride is the Church. You are the Bride of Christ. Made
holy by Christ. Pure. Spotless. No stains. No blemishes. No spots,
wrinkles, or warts. When Jesus looks at you, He loves you because you
are pure and holy, because He has washed away all your sins.

A husband is to love his wife like that—to make her sins his own
and to protect and comfort her. A wife is to look to her husband to see in
him the one person God has given her to protect and comfort and forgive
her. And that is a picture of something greater. Christ loves His Church
and takes her sin away. The Church loves Christ and looks to Him to be
her Savior from sin and death. It is a beautiful picture and a holy mystery.

Of course, even the best marriages are a pale reflection of that
mystery and the breakup of a marriage is a sad reminder that sin still
messes things up. But that just means all the more that Jesus loves His
Bride and washes her and makes her spotless so that even when we see
the picture blurred, the reality of Christ's love for His Church—for you—
never grows old or stops. You are His and He has made you perfect and
spotless in God's sight. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

7KH &KXUFK V RQH IRXQGDWLRQ LV -HVXQYHZKULV)\
FUHDWLRQ %\ ZDWHU DQG WKH :RUG )URP KHDY
WR EH +LV KRO\ EULGH :LWK +LV RZQ EORRG +H
+H GLHG 7KH &KXUFK V 2QH )RXQGDWLRQ /6%
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OLIH 7KH 6PDOO &DWHFKLVP 7KH &UHHG )LUVW

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. But what about when God doesn't
provide clothing or shoes or house or home or the things we need? Has
He forgotten? Doesn't He know how much | need my parents to stay
married? Doesn't He know that | can't lose my grandma to cancer?
Doesn't He know | need to be smarter to pass this class? What then?
Remember, Lord!

Jesus is the Father's proof that He never forgets. Even if He were
to withhold something from you, He is just teaching you that He doesn't
forget. He's teaching you to trust in Christ. But hasn't He forgotten that
you can't just crank up some extra faith in yourself? No, He hasn't
forgotten that either.

That's why He gives you His Word. A pastor to preach it and a
Bible to read it in. A Baptism to remember. A Supper to eat and drink.
And those are the gifts that give you Jesus. And the Bible says that if
God gave up His Son, how can He not give you all things? The “stuff’ of
this world is easy for the Lord to provide. He will give you what you need
to survive.

But what He will give you most of all is His Son. The forgiveness of
sins, yes, even the sin of doubting His goodness. The sin of thinking He
could ever forget you. All of that is wiped out by the cross of Jesus. The
cross demonstrates that there is nothing the Lord wouldn't give you that
you need. If that means, because of your sins, you need God Himself
hanging on a tree to die for them, well then, the Father will arrange that
for you.

Your heavenly Father can't forget you. He made you. He sent His
Son to save you and the Spirit to make you His own. You are His and He
can never forget His own. In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.

"KDW *RG RUGDLQV LV DOZD\V JRRG +LV ORYLQJ

SRLVRQ FDQ EH LQ WKH FXS 7KDW P\ SK\VLFLDQ \

(DFK PRUQLQJ QHZ , WUXVW +LV JUDFH XQHQGLQ

FRPPHQGLQJ :KDW *RG 2UGDLQV LV $0ZD\V *RR(
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St. Timothy, Pastor and Confessor

-DQXDU\

7RGD\ V 5HDGLQJ $FWV
‘DLO\ /HFWLRQDU\ -RHO 5RPDQV

6R WKH FKXUFKHY ZHUH VWUHQJWKHQHG LQ WKH
GDLO\ $FWV

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Pastor Timothy was taken along
by Paul on his travels. You can see the result. The churches were
strengthened in the faith and increased in number. What was Timothy's
job? Preaching the Gospel. Proclaiming Christ. The same as your
pastor's job.

We give thanks for St. Timothy and learn thereby to give thanks
for our pastors. Jesus has called your pastor like he called Timothy.
Maybe your pastor went straight from college to seminary. Maybe he
worked another job first. Maybe he works another job alongside being a
pastor now. But it doesn't matter. When your pastor is called by Jesus
through the Church, he is the man specially chosen by Christ to deliver
His good gifts to you.

That starts with your Baptism in which your sins were washed
away. Your pastor's hands were used by Jesus to pour the water over
you and his mouth was used by Jesus to speak the Word with that water.

Your pastor preaches to you. He proclaims the Law which shows
you need to be saved from your sins. He proclaims Christ, comforting
you with the Good News that for Jesus' sake, your sins are forgiven. He
absolves you of your sins and counsels you in your life with the Word of
God.

Your pastor administers to you the very Body and Blood of Jesus
for the forgiveness of sins and the promise that not even death can keep
you down. Your pastor is not Jesus, but he stands in Jesus' place, as
Jesus' man in your church, to deliver Jesus to you. Your pastor, like St.
Timothy, is a herald of the good news of the King: Pardon for sinners!
Everlasting life for all! Forgiveness of all debts and sins!

Timothy is “famous” because his work with St. Paul is recorded
in the Holy Scriptures. But it's not about Timothy per se. Rather, he is
given to us as a godly example of a pastor so that we might see in our
own pastors the gift Jesus has given us by which His gifts are given to
us. Pray for your pastor! And thank God for him, too! In the Name + of
Jesus. Amen.

$00 SUDLVH IRWRDNVNWKHRCSBBEDFKHG DQG WDXJKW

7TLPRWK\ DQG 7LWXV 7UXH VHUYDQWYV RI WKHLU /

QRXULVK 7KH VRXOV ZLWKLQ WKHLU FDUH 6R WK

$QG DOO <RXU EOHVVLQJV VKDUH %\ $00 <RXU ¢
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